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P AL o fx S EASTER 2025
“Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here but has arisen!”
Luke 24:5b
“There is no fear in love, perfect love casts out fear”
1 John 4:18a
Greetings Fellow Pilgrims of the Way,

| am writing this Easter letter this year with the knowledge that anxiety and fear are more
widespread than usual, especially here in Canada.

Lent feels more “Lenty”; the way of the cross heavier.
Stress is not new for most of the world living under dictatorships and yet, for most of us
in the United Church of Canada, we have been able to cope pretty well because:

= of our affluence, (inflation won'’t affect us as much as those who are poor)

» the defense mechanism of “denial” (it's more than a river in Africa)

» or because secretly we have relied on the military deterrent to aggressors that our
friends in the US have provided

= and hopefully, our faith in the unconditionally loving God we know through Jesus
has had something to do with how we cope as well! (...perfect love casts out fear)

This year, however, things have changed all around us.
So, in addition to worrying about our personal and family health, we are more concerned

than ever about the future for ourselves, but especially for our children and grandchildren;
our family and friends.



Easter is the main Holy day for Christianity. Without it, we wouldn’t even have Christmas
as the birthday of Jesus. Easter is about transformation and LIFE, not death, having the
final word.

As one Asian theologian said: “Easter is a politics without fear, our source of courage and
HOPE in the face of suffering and evil”.

How does faith give us hope when so much of the evidence belies it?
How can we be messengers of hope in a world of increased despair?

As | asked myself that question this week, | came up with a number of things that help
me personally:

The Bible is full of stories and verses that assure us that “we can do all things
through Christ who strengthens us” Philippians 4:13 WE ARE NOT ALONE

| know from both ancient and modern history that trends CAN change because
fate is not real and we always have choices despite the past and probabilities.

The two prized possessions in my office are a piece of the torn down Berlin Wall
and a sample ballot from the first multiracial election in South Africa signaling the
end of Apartheid. | value them because they not only remind me of the reality of
evil, but that things can change despite the odds. No one believed either of those
things would happen before they did.

Church wise, the current trajectory of decline in the church happened before,
between 1930 and 1945, before things turned around. | believe that it can happen
again because “with God, all things are possible” Jesus, in Matthew 19:26. And
because in tougher times more folks reach out to God.

Finally, through faith, hope is a choice before it is a feeling. The resurrection of
Jesus is a mystery. And although the Gospel accounts vary in detail, they all point
to dramatically changed followers post resurrection appearances.

From a group of friends and disciples who betray, deny and desert Jesus, we see
in the Book of Acts a group who are courageous in the face of government and
church authorities and even death.

Because of Christ’s resurrection and the hope against the odds, you and | are here
once again acting out this recurring drama of power and love.

The Reverend Phillip Kennedy
Clifton Pastoral Charge
Old Barns and Hilden Churches



Please join us this year for our special Holy Week services as we seek to re-experience
both the pain and sorrow as well as the joy and hope from Palm Sunday to Easter!

Come join us especially for the four Act drama of Holy Week, beginning Palm Sunday:

April 13

April 17

April 18

April 20

ACT 1 Palm Sunday
9:30 a.m. Hilden; 11 a.m. Old Barns

ACT 2 Maundy Thursday
7 p.m. in Hilden

ACT 3 Good Friday
11 a.m. in Old Barns

ACT 4 Easter Sunday Celebration!
9:30 a.m. in Hilden; 11 a.m. in Old Barns

May the HOPE and JOY of Easter be yours!




