ADVENT and CHRISTMAS 2021
Clifton Pastoral Charge
“…and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” John 1
Greetings Members and Adherents of Clifton Pastoral Charge!
Is life, including Christmas, still coming at you as quickly as in the past or has age and the pandemic slowed things down a
bit for you? If the later, I want to suggest that that may not be all bad. All of our traditions; those things we do each year just
because we have always done them, are up for grabs in this particular time we are in. As a funny sign I saw said: “Tradition
may be just peer pressure from the dead”.
Maybe one of the gifts of the pandemic is reflection on traditions, on self, on the world and the meaning of this short span
of lifetime we all have. Maybe our forced slowdown is a gift.
Advent and Christmas is about peace, joy, love, and HOPE, all things we associate with the birth and life of Jesus and
incarnation: The Word becoming flesh. It is an exciting time of preparation and celebration!
But HOPE, based on faith, needs to be deeper than just the end of the pandemic and be based on more than the latest
news of case numbers, which leave us on an emotional see saw.
What are the deepest hopes and desires of your heart? In 1982, Jim Strathdee wrote what he thought our deepest longings
and needs were, in his song “Waiting for the Kingdom of God”. The first verse and chorus go like this:
Through the darkness and confusion, the struggle to find our way. Some of us still hold on to the dream and hope
for a better day. Though the road is strewn with failure, the future is hard to see, there comes a moment of God’s
grace; a glimpse of what we still might be.
And we’re waiting for the kingdom of God; waiting for the kingdom of God. What we do while we wait depends on
what we’re waiting for. We’re waiting for the kingdom of God.
As we wait and prepare for what is coming this Christmas and beyond, what are you waiting for in the depths of your heart?
St. Paul tells us that we may not even know, but that the Spirit can pray for us about them. (Romans 8)
May this coming year be one of something really new!
Merry Christmas!
Rev. Phillip

Join us as we explore together the meaning of Advent, Christmas and the life and faith journey:

November 22 – Tree Lighting

7:00 p.m. outside Hilden United Church Hall

November 28 – Advent I – Hope

9:30 a.m. in Hilden; 11:00 a.m. in Old Barns

December 3 – Highway 236 Christmas Party
December 5 – Advent II – Peace

7:00 p.m. in Old Barns

9:30 a.m. in Old Barns; 11:00 a.m. in Hilden
White Gifts* during both worship services

December 12 – Advent III – Joy

9:30 a.m. in Hilden; 11:00 a.m. in Old Barns

December 19 – Advent IV – Love

9:30 a.m. in Hilden; 11:00 a.m. in Old Barns

December 19 – Live Nativity

6:30 p.m. at the Waugh home in Lower Truro

December 24 – Christmas Eve Services 7:00 p.m. in Hilden; 8:30 p.m. in Old Barns
December 26 – On-Line service from Old Barns Session and Choir Members on the website
cliftonpastoralcharge.ca

* White Gift Sunday Tradition:
In the year 1904, the wife of a Methodist Episcopal minister in Paineville, Ohio was thinking about the White Gift
Legend of Kublai Khan, the ruler of Cathay in the thirteenth century. Despite his reputation as a great warrior,
Kublai Khan was loved by his subjects, whom he treated well. In addition to building the city of Peking, he also
improved the public works in much of his kingdom – all to the benefit of his people. To celebrate his birthday one
year all his subjects agreed to hold a great celebration and bring gifts wrapped in plain white paper. That way the
simplest and the most elaborate gifts looked the same and the intent of the giver, rather than their gift, became the
most important thing.
With this story in mind, the minister's wife asked the children to bring gifts to Jesus, wrapped in white paper, which
would be distributed to the less fortunate people in the community. So began the tradition of White Gift Sunday –
a tradition that has gone everywhere in the world, a tradition that has spread to other denominations as well. Today,
Anglican, Presbyterian, Baptist, and United Churches hold White Gift services every year. Not kings, but people
with needs, benefit from these white gifts and receive good news of great joy!

